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would decrease Federal subsidies to
about 30 percent of passenger security
costs, without reducing aviation secu-
rity spending.

We can say that it is time to move
toward universal coverage, but it is
empty rhetoric without a feasible plan.
I believe that this is the way to make
universal coverage work in this coun-
try. Universal coverage doesn’t mean
that we have to copy a system already
in place in another country. We can
harness our Nation’s creativity and en-
trepreneurial spirit to design a system
that is uniquely American. Universal
coverage doesn’t have to be defined by
what’s been attempted in the past.
What universal coverage does mean is
providing a solution for a broken sys-
tem where millions are uninsured, and
where businesses and Americans are
struggling under the burden of health
care costs.

It has been over 10 years since the
last serious debate over health care re-
form was Kkilled by special interests
and the soft money contributions they
used to corrupt the legislative process.
The legislative landscape is now much
different. Soft money can no longer be
used to set the agenda, and businesses
and workers are crying out as never be-
fore for Congress to do something
about the country’s health care crisis.

We are fortunate to live in a country
that has been abundantly blessed with
democracy and wealth, and yet there
are those in our society whose daily
health struggles overshadow these
blessings. That is an injustice, but it is
one we can and must address. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., said, ‘“Of all the
forms of inequality, injustice in health
care is the most shocking and inhu-
mane.”’” It is long past time for Con-
gress to heed these words and end this
terrible inequality. I urge my col-
leagues to support the State-Based
Health Care Reform Act.

COMMEMORATING GREEN
MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 75 years
ago today, President Herbert Hoover
signed a proclamation officially estab-
lishing the Green Mountain National
Forest in Vermont.

This was the result of significant ef-
fort on the part of the State of
Vermont and several of the State’s
leading conservationists and legisla-
tors of the time. While a number of
Vermonters had proposed a national
forest in the State just after the turn
of the 20th century, it took a sustained
effort over the next three decades for
this vision to become a reality.

In 1925, the Vermont General Assem-
bly passed the enabling act to allow
the Forest Service to purchase land in
Vermont. Many would argue just 2
years later that the devastating impact
of the 1927 flood showed the need for
sound forest management practices in
the Green Mountains. It was fitting
that the initial land purchases for the
southern half of Vermont’s national
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forest were from the estate of Marshall
J. Hapgood, who, years earlier, had ad-
vocated for a National Forest in the
Green Mountains. Hapgood was a prac-
titioner of scientific forestry on his
own lands and saw the value of a sus-
tainable timber resource and watershed
protection.

From that initial Hapgood acquisi-
tion of just over 1,000 acres, the Green
Mountain National Forest has grown
to more than 400,000 acres today, and it
includes in the northern half of the for-
est many of the lands conserved by an-
other conservation pioneer, Joseph
Battell.

The Green Mountain National Forest
today is fulfilling the vision of those
early forestland stewards by protecting
watersheds, providing forest products,
forest management demonstration and
recreational opportunities. The Green
Mountain forest hosts segments of the
Long and Appalachian Trails, alpine
ski areas, several wilderness areas and
two national recreation areas, one of
which is now named in honor of our
late colleague, Robert T. Stafford.

As one of Vermont’s Senators, I am
proud to have been able to play a role
in the growth of the national forest in
my State, in both land area and with
its facilities. I am also grateful to the
dedicated, professional staff of the
Green Mountain National Forest who
recently completed the new land and
resource management plan for the for-
est and who were particularly helpful
to the congressional delegation during
our recent wilderness deliberations.

As we celebrate its 75th anniversary,
we are also proud that the Green
Mountain National Forest will be pro-
viding the 2007 Capitol christmas tree
for the National Mall, and the com-
panion trees for many of our public
buildings in Washington a tangible ex-
ample of how the Green Mountain Na-
tional Forest is being shared by all
Americans.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNITION OF DR. MARY
STRANAHAN

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Dr. Mary Stranahan.
Dr. Stranahan is a retired medical doc-
tor and an active philanthropist who
lives in Arlee, MT. Arlee is a small
town in western Montana located on
the Flathead Indian Reservation in
Lake County. Arlee is a place of incred-
ible physical beauty, like so many
places in Montana. But amid the beau-
ty are poverty and economic chal-
lenges. Lake County ranks as one of
the poorest counties in Montana. In
her years as a practicing family physi-
cian in Lake County and on the res-
ervation, Mary saw first-hand the rela-
tionship between limited economic op-
portunity and family health.

Since retiring from medicine, Dr.
Stranahan has become immersed in the
survival and success of local agri-
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culture and mainstreet businesses. She
knows agriculture and small business
play a vital role in healthy rural com-
munities. Over the years, Dr.
Stranahan has, as a concerned indi-
vidual, been a core donor for innumer-
able charities and non-profits in Mon-
tana.

But this year Dr. Stranahan is taking
her philanthropic commitment to a
whole new level in chartering the Mon-
tana Good Works Foundation. This new
Montana foundation will work to focus
Dr. Stranahan’s grants and donations
on social justice, rural community de-
velopment, and sustainable business
development in Montana.

In one of the Montana Good Works
Foundation’s first gifts, Dr. Stranahan
has shown extraordinary leadership by
giving $1.42 million to the Montana
Community Development Corporation.
This gift kicks off MCDC’s campaign to
grow its loan fund for Montana busi-
nesses to $15 million and it empowers
MCDC to expand its business coaching
services.

Dr. Stranahan has further committed
to help Montana Community Develop-
ment Corporation recruit more philan-
thropists to this important effort to
build entrepreneurship in Montana.

I commend Dr. Stranahan for her
great leadership in rural philanthropy.
The Big Sky Institute reports that
rural States like Montana are on the
short end of a great disparity in foun-
dation grant-making. The Big Sky In-
stitute found that, adjusting for popu-
lation, foundation grants to rural
States are less than a fifth of the na-
tional average. After adjusting for pop-
ulation, foundation grants to rural
States are less than a tenth of the
amount received in the State of New
York.

Last May, I spoke to the annual con-
ference of the Council on Foundations
in Pittsburgh, PA. I challenged founda-
tions to double their grant-making to
rural States within 5 years. And I am
working with leaders in the nonprofit
and foundations communities to con-
vene a rural philanthropy conference in
Missoula this August. I am proud of
the progress we are making in rural
philanthropy. And I look forward to
working together with Montana phi-
lanthropists like Dr. Stranahan to
keep the ball rolling.

I applaud Dr. Stranahan for the vi-
sion and the scope of her philanthropy.
In particular, I commend her commit-
ment to building rural entrepreneurs
as a core philanthropic strategy. Dr.
Stranahan is one of the new Montana
leaders who are showing the world that
Montana truly deserves its designation
as the Treasure State.

I recognize and commend Dr. Mary
Stranahan for her substantial efforts
on behalf of Montana’s communities
and Montana’s future.e

————
HONORING THE LIFE OF FRED
OCHI

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I note the
passing of a most distinguished and
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